
   
 
 

 
 

Serials! 11: THUNDERZOOM 
Artist Handbook 

 
 
Welcome to the Serials! 11: THUNDERZOOM Artist Handbook. Whether you’re thinking 
of applying with a show, you have a production that has been accepted, or you're an 
actor/crew member with a show, this document is your go-to guide for achieving a 
successful Serials! event and should stay curled up with you anytime you’re prepping. 
 
This document is broken into three sections: 
 

I. Basic Info 
II. Submitting a Show 

III. Producing/Participating 
 
We recommend pouring over every inch before you hit that submit button on the 
Serials! 11- Show Submissions form jump up on stage. 
 
 

Wishing you all the theatrical bloodshed you can manage, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://forms.gle/5BCmmT3ohakccwUD8


I. BASIC INFO 
 

THE WHENS 
Serials! 11 will happen every other Monday, starting in January, for a total of 5 events: 
 

Week 1 - Feb 1st 
Week 2 - Feb 15th 
Week 3 - Mar 1st 

Week 4 - Mar 15th 
Week 5 - Mar 29th 

 
All installments of Serials! 11 will begin at 7:30PM with a call time of 6:15PM. 
 
THE FORMAT 
 
Due to the ongoing Pandemic, this installment of Serials! Will be entirely on-line in a 
brand new THUNDERZOOM format: 
 

In THUNDERZOOM, everything takes place ONLINE!  
 
The potential audience reach is exciting, but it does mean that all shows 
face some additional technical constraints, and should be created to be 
performed within Zoom.   (Here is a good example of how successful 
zoom theatre can look) 
 

 
(Picture from Dream& by Sarah Willis, Cincy Fringe 2020) 



The structure of the season will follow our THUNDERDOME format. 
 
5 shows premiere in Week 1 and the audience votes to see which TWO 
shows will be “eliminated.” Those eliminated shows are then replaced by 
shows from brand new writers. 
 
The process continues until Week 4 when audiences not only vote on 
which three shows get one final episode but also decide which two 
previously eliminated productions get resurrected for one final 
installment. (This means that there are NO new shows premiering in Week 
5). 
 
This results in 11 total shows from 11 unique artists/groups that air for 
1-5 episodes each, depending on when they begin and the results of the 
voting. 

 
NOTE: Our preference is that any submission be prepared for a 5-episode arc, 
but we will entertain submissions specifically intended to take place over a fewer 
number of episodes as only the 5 shows premiering in Week 1 have the potential 
to present a full 5 episodes. 

 
STYLE AND EXPECTATIONS 
This is quick and dirty episodic theatre. You should write with a minimum number of 
cast members, technical elements, and scene transitions in mind. 
 
Each episode is 15 minutes MAX - and even then we recommend aiming for 12-13 
minutes. If your show makes it past its premiere, you’ll also be required to include a 
“Previously On…” segment at the top of your subsequent episodes that IS included 
in your overall run time (this helps catch any new audience members up to speed with 
what’s happening in your show). 
 
There will be ONLY 5 minutes of prep time between shows each performance night. 
 
BOX OFFICE SPLIT 
For Serials! we split box office revenue with shows 50/50. This means that once we’ve 
accounted for ticketing and credit card fees ($1/ticket, 3.5% of all credit card 
transactions), we take the remaining revenue from an episode and split it in half. One of 
those halves is equally divided among all 5 productions. 
 
NOTE: All payout checks will be written following the conclusion of the FINAL episode of 
Serials! 11 (March 29th) and will be available for pick up at Know Theatre no later than APRIL 
12TH . Exceptions to this will not likely be granted. More information on payouts will be 
included in your Serials! Contract. 
 
 



II. SUBMITTING A SHOW 
 

We keep it pretty darn easy for you to submit a show for Serials!  
 
After devouring this Handbook, you’ll want to head over to the Serials! 11 - Show 
Submissions form and review everything we need from you. Heck, why don’t we go 
ahead and go over those things here and now, too! 
 
Other than some basic contact info, you’ll need to be prepared to give us: 
 

● Show Title 
This can be a working title as we’ll give you a chance to finalize it prior to 
releasing lineup info to the world, but obviously the fewer changes you make 
after submitting the easier everything will be down the road. 
 

● Elevator Pitch 
We’ll need 10 words or fewer to use for marketing when we don’t have a lot of 
space or need something quick and catchy. 
 

● Full Description 
Here’s where you get 50 words for fewer to fully describe your show, it’s plot, or 
provide any other relevant info you’d like to publicize (director, cast, etc) 
 

● Max Cast Size 
THE MAXIMUM CAST SIZE FOR PRODUCTIONS IN THUNDERZOOM IS 6.  
Trying to fit more than 6 people in zoom windows gets awkward and confusing 
for audience members. 
 

● Special Production Requests 
Serials! offers pretty basic production support. You’ll have use of our Doug and 
Zach,who can run basic sound cues, play pre recorded video, and show a 
graphic. You are welcome to design and implement your own zoom 
backgrounds or filters…  Let your imagination run wild!  But we can’t help you 
with that. 
 
Any other scenic, technical, prop, or costume requests can not be 
considered due to COVID-19. 

 
● General Availability Confirmation 

While scheduling ordinary rehearsals in the week(s) leading up to a performance 
is flexible as it's completely in your hands, it's very important that we know if 
your production is available the weekend prior to and the night of 
performances. 
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While you’ll need to arrange your own Zoom rehearsals, we will offer 1 hour and 
30 minutes (in one solid block) on either the Saturday or Sunday preceding 
the performance to rehearse withing the Know’s Zoom account. This block 
includes up to 30 minutes for rehearsal time (no tech included) and then up to an 
hour for a tech rehearsal (including full run(s) of the show.)   

 
SCRIPT SAMPLE 
Believe it or not, a script sample isn’t required to submit to Serials!, but obviously the 
more informed we can be about your show the easier it is to make our final decisions 
regarding the lineup. The Serials! 11 - Show Submissions will take all samples you 
want to give. 
 
 
DEADLINE AND NOTIFICATION 
Serials! 11 submissions will be accepted until Friday January 15th, 2021. We’ll then 
take a week to make our final lineup decisions and submitters will be notified no later 
than Monday, January 18th about the status of their submission.  
 

NOTE: We recommend doing some initial planning for your production, including 
casting, prior to Jan 1st so you’re ready to jump into things should your show be 
included in the lineup. 

 

III. PRODUCING/PARTICIPATING 
 

Once your show has been accepted into the Serials! Lineup - or you’re cast in a 
Serials! production - there’s even more info to consider and remember. Let’s break it all 
down! 
 
PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITIES 
For Serials!, the submitter of a production is considered the Producer of the show. 
The Producer is whom we consider to be the Primary Contact in charge of 
communications with Know Theatre and from whom we’ll be gathering information and 
coordinating schedules with. This is also the individual who will sign any contracts or 
paperwork, and who will receive the payout check for your production. 
 
BOX OFFICE 
Worth reiterating: For Serials! we split box office revenue with shows 50/50. This 
means that once we’ve accounted for ticketing and credit card fees ($1/ticket, 3.5% of 
all credit card transactions), we take the remaining revenue from an episode and split it 
in half. We then take a 50% chunk and equally divide it among all 5 productions. 
 
TALENT POOL 
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If you need help finding a director, cast, etc for your project - or you’re an actor looking 
for a production to be involved in - you should head for our Serials! Talent Pool! This 
will be provided once you are accepted into Serials! (To SUBMIT to the Talent Pool, 
click here ) 
 
INFO SURVEYS 
These surveys collect all the information we need to market your show and make 
schedules. Please fill them out promptly after receiving them. 
 
 
RESPECT OTHER SHOWS  
DURING other shows is not the time for you to run lines or otherwise rehearse. Please 
be respectful of the other shows performing. 
 

 
 

If you have any additional questions regarding Serials! 11, please contact: 
 

Zach Robinson 
zrobinson@knowtheatre.com 
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